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WORLD WAR 1 – THE SINKING OF THE LUSITANIA 

By Aoife Carroll 

 

My Great Great Great Uncle, Joseph Rafferty, was a son of my Great Great 

Great Grandparents, Patrick and Rose Rafferty. He was born in Cooley, Lower 

Willville, Carlingford, County Louth. At the age of 19 he was boarding with the 

Dullaghan family in Liverpool and was working as a dock labourer. At age 23 

Joseph was working as a fireman on board The Lusitania. 

The Lusitania was a British luxury cruise ship. It mostly travelled across the 

Atlantic Ocean between Britain and the US carrying passengers and cargo. It 

was 787 feet long and could carry 3048 passengers and crew. 

On the 1st May 1915 The Lusitania departed from New York on it’s way to 

Liverpool. There were adverts in US papers from the German Embassy warning 

people that the ship may be attacked when entering British waters. People 

didn’t believe that the Germans would attack a luxury ship with 1959 people 

on board including many children. 

On the 7th May 1915 as The Lusitania approached the coastline of Ireland, the 

Germans attacked and fired a torpedo. The torpedo made a direct hit on the 

side of the ship causing an explosion. Within a few minutes the Captain gave 

the order to abandon ship. It took 18 minutes for The Lusitania to sink. Only 

761 people survived. 1198 were killed. 

The killing of so many innocent people by the Germans caused outrage across 

the world. Support for the Allies against Germany grew including the US who 

later joined the Allies in war against Germany. 

Propaganda using the phrase “Remember The Lusitania” was used as a battle 

cry to recruit new soldiers. 

My Great Great Great Uncle, Joseph Rafferty, was lost to the sea. He is 

commemorated at Tower Hill War Memorial in London. 

*TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND TO THE HONOUR OF TWELVE THOUSAND OF THE 

MERCHANT NAVY AND FISHING FLEETS WHO HAVE NO GRAVE BUT THE SEA.* 
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